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PRELIMS   2020   BATCH- 1 (40-WEEKS PROGRAM)
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6 Static Books cover History, Geography, Polity, Economy, Science, & Environment. 

3 Current Books cover 14 Sources - PIB, Hindu, HT, Mint, ToI, and PRS for 1.5years.
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Free access to our centres for self-study in 
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50+

6. MONTHLY CURRENT AFFAIRS E-BOOK

Monthly Current Affairs E-book readable 
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Complete & comprehensive, yet very crispy self-study notes. No need to study anything else. 
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Challeng� for the new nation
At the hour of midnight on 14-15 August 1947, India attained independence. 
Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime Minister of free India, addressed a special session of 
the Constituent Assembly that night. This was the famous ‘tryst with destiny’ speech 
that you are familiar with. 

This was the moment Indians had been waiting for.  You have read in your history 
textbooks that there were many voices in our national movement. But there were 
two goals almost everyone agreed upon: one, that after Independence, we shall run 
our country through democratic government; and two, that the government will be 
run for the good of all, particularly the poor and the socially disadvantaged groups. 
Now that the country was independent, the time had come to realise the promise of 
freedom.

This was not going to be easy. India was born in very difficult circumstances. 
Perhaps no other country by then was born in a situation more difficult than that of 
India in 1947. Freedom came with the partition of the country. The year 1947 was a 
year of unprecedented violence and trauma of displacement. It was in this situation 
that independent India started on its journey to achieve several objectives. Yet the 
turmoil that accompanied independence did not make our leaders lose sight of the 
multiple challenges that faced the new nation. 

1

C
re

d
it

: 
P
IB

Prime Minister Jawahar 
Lal Nehru speaking from 
the Red Fort, 
15 August 1947

1chapter

challenges of 
nation Building
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British domination. But 
at midnight India will be 
partitioned. Tomo� ow will 
thus be a day �  rejoicing as 
well as �  mourning.
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3 Current Books cover Prelims Specific Current from 14 Sources - PIB, Hindu, HT, Mint, 
ToI, and PRS for 1.5years.
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techniques on every page to make cramming easy
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Tests evaluated on 11-Parameters to improveyour exam skills with detailed explanations. 
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tests focus on attempt speed in exam.

4. CSAT
4 Books covering complete CSAT syllabus with adequate practice questions.
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as well as those who just need to practice CSAT
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50+Topical-videos related to major topics of 
GS Pre & Mains. Videos will be playable 
only on App.

PROGRAM SPECIALTIES
Complete & comprehensive, yet very 
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anything else. Read them again & again.
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GS PRE & CSAT 2020 
( N O T E S  O N L Y )

COURSE INCLUDES
10-RED BOOKS FOR GS PRE- HARDCOPY & E-BOOK1

6 Static Books cover History, Geography, Polity, Economy, Science,& Environment. 

3 Current Books cover Prelims Specific Current from 14 Sources - PIB, Hindu, HT, Mint, 
ToI, & PRS for 1.5years.

1 Book has synopsis of India, Eco Survey, and Budget.

All NCERTs - Old & New and 70 other books covered- with mind-mapping techniques 
on every page to make cramming easy

CSAT2

4 Books covering complete CSAT syllabus with adequate practice questions.

1 Book with advanced level tests.

Line-to-line explanation with basic to advance level for beginners as well as 
those who just need to practice CSAT

PROGRAM SPECIALITIES
Complete & comprehensive, yet very crispy self-study notes. No need to study 
anything else. Read them again & again.

Delivered 81 Qs. in GS Pre 2018.

3 out of 4 Qs. every year in UPSC come from our notes since last 12 years.

From concepts to questions – everything at one place in CSAT notes.

From basic to advance in the form of self-study CSAT notes.
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 We are at a momentous 
stage in the hist ory �  India. 
By common endeavour, we 
can raise the country to 
new greatn�  , � ile lack 
�  unity will � pose us to 
un� pe� ed calamiti� . I 
hope the Indian Stat�  will 
realise fully that if we do 
n�  cooperate and work 
tog� her in the general 
inter� t, anarchy and chaos 
will overwhelm us all, great 
and small, and lead us to 
t� al ruin...
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provinc�  are formed, it 
will also give a � llip to 
the regional languag� . It 
would be absurd to make 
Hindustani the medium 
�  instruction in all the 
regions and it is still more 
absurd to use English for 
this purpose.
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Challenge � building democracy
You now have an idea of the difficult circumstances in which 
independent India was born. You have read about the serious 
challenge of nation-building that confronted the country right in the 
beginning. Faced with such serious challenges, leaders in many other 
countries of the world decided that their country could not afford 
to have democracy. They said that national unity was their first 
priority and that democracy will introduce differences and conflicts. 
Therefore many of the countries that gained freedom from colonialism 
experienced non-democratic rule. It took various forms: nominal 
democracy but effective control by one leader, one party rule or direct 
army rule. Non-democratic regimes always started with a promise of 
restoring democracy very soon. But once they established themselves, 
it was very difficult to dislodge them.

The conditions in India were not very different. But the leaders of 
the newly independent India decided to take the more difficult path. 
Any other path would have been surprising, for our freedom struggle 
was deeply committed to the idea of democracy. Our leaders were 
conscious of the critical role of politics in any democracy. They did not 
see politics as a problem; they saw it as a way of solving the problems. 
Every society needs to decide how it will govern and regulate itself. 
There are always different policy alternatives to choose from. There 
are different groups with different and conflicting aspirations. How 
do we resolve these differences? Democratic politics is an answer to 
this question. While competition and power are the two most visible 
things about politics, the purpose of political activity is and should be 
deciding and pursuing public interest. This is the route our leaders 
decided to take.

Last year you studied how our Constitution was drafted. 
You would remember that the Constitution was adopted on  
26 November 1949 and signed on 24 January 1950 and it came into 
effect on 26 January 1950. At that time the country was being ruled 
by an interim government. It was now necessary to install the first 
democratically elected government of the country. The Constitution 
had laid down the rules, now the machine had to be put in place. 
Initially it was thought that this was only a matter of a few months. The 
Election Commission of India was set up in January 1950. Sukumar 
Sen became the first Chief Election Commissioner. The country’s first 
general elections were expected sometime in 1950 itself. 

What’s so special 
about our being a 
democracy? Sooner 
or later every country 
has become a 
democracy, isn’t it?

Credit: Shankar

                In India,…. 
…hero-worship, plays a part 
in its politics unequalled 
in magnitude by the part 
it plays in the politics � 
any �her country….But in 
politics, .. ..hero-worship is a 
sure road to degradation and 
eventual di�atorship.

 
Babasaheb Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar 
Speech in Constituent 
Assembly  
25 November 1949

“ “

2chapter

era of one-party 
dominance

2019-20



28                                                                   Politics in India since Independence

             
             
           



  









            



         






         

        




































2019-20



Era �  One-party Dominance                                                                                29  















 
 

 
 

 
 









       










       









             


           






            





2019-20



30                                                                   Politics in India since Independence


        
        
  
         




         
          
         
       



  
         
        

       
        
        



   
          



















Congr�   dominance in the � rst  three  
general ele� ions

         

            

          
    






2019-20



Era �  One-party Dominance                                                                                31  

 






















































































































2019-20



32                                                                   Politics in India since Independence




      










       
  
 
      
      


       







         



   




 


       

         


       


































2019-20



Era �  One-party Dominance                                                                                33  

Communist  vi� ory in Kerala


       
           







          
     
    
     
 
     
       


     

      















                                                                                                                            33  

2019-20



FOUNDATION COURSE 

2020 BATCH-1 (55-WEEKS PROGRAM)
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Tests conducted at our centres as well as online. Test schedule is as per 55-Weeks Plan.
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tests focus on attempt speed in exam.
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4 Books covering complete CSAT syllabus with adequate practice questions.

1 Book with advanced level tests.



Line-to-line explanation with basic to advance level for beginners 
as well as those who just need to practice CSAT
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Essay Test every month (1 Essay) – 10 Tests.
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writing speed in exam.
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Live Doubts Clearing Video Session every Saturday. Also available on App.

Live sessions with crack experts every month. Also available on App.
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on App & desktop

8. VIDEO LEARNING PROGRAM

50+Topical-videos related to major topics of 
GS Pre & Mains. Videos will be playable 
only on App.
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Complete & comprehensive, yet very 
crispy self-study notes. No need to study 
anything else. Read them again & again.
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GS PRE & CSAT 2020 
( N O T E S  O N L Y )

COURSE INCLUDES
10-RED BOOKS FOR GS PRE- HARDCOPY & E-BOOK1

6 Static Books cover History, Geography, Polity, Economy, Science,& Environment. 

3 Current Books cover Prelims Specific Current from 14 Sources - PIB, Hindu, HT, Mint, 
ToI, & PRS for 1.5years.

1 Book has synopsis of India, Eco Survey, and Budget.

All NCERTs - Old & New and 70 other books covered- with mind-mapping techniques 
on every page to make cramming easy

CSAT2

4 Books covering complete CSAT syllabus with adequate practice questions.

1 Book with advanced level tests.

Line-to-line explanation with basic to advance level for beginners as well as 
those who just need to practice CSAT

PROGRAM SPECIALITIES
Complete & comprehensive, yet very crispy self-study notes. No need to study 
anything else. Read them again & again.

Delivered 81 Qs. in GS Pre 2018.

3 out of 4 Qs. every year in UPSC come from our notes since last 12 years.

From concepts to questions – everything at one place in CSAT notes.

From basic to advance in the form of self-study CSAT notes.

Consistently delivering 65+ Questions (out of 80) from our CSAT notes.

15 Days No-questions asked full refund policy
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As the global demand for steel increases, Orissa, which has one of 
the largest reserves of untapped iron ore in the country, is being 
seen as an important investment destination. The State government 
hopes to cash in on this unprecedented demand for iron ore and 
has signed Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with both 
international and domestic steel makers. The government believes 
that this would bring in necessary capital investment and proivde a 
lot of employment opportunities. The iron ore resources lie in some 
of the most underdeveloped and predominantly tribal districts of the 
state. The tribal population fears that the setting up of industries 
would mean displacement from their home and livelihood. The 
environmentalists fear that mining and industry would 
pollute the environment. The central government feels 
that if the industry is not allowed it would set a bad 
example and discourage investments in the country.

Can you identify the various interests involved in this 
case? What are their key points of conflict? Do you think 
there are any common points on which everyone can 
agree? Can this issue be resolved in a way which satisfies 
all the various interests? As you ask these questions, you 
would find yourself facing yet bigger questions. What 
kind of development does Orissa need? Indeed, whose 
need can be called Orissa’s need? 

Political contestation

These questions cannot be answered by an expert. 
Decisions of this kind involve weighing the interests of 
one social group against another, present generation 
against future generations. In a democracy such major 
decisions should be taken or at least approved by the 
people themselves.  It is important to take advice from 
experts on mining, from environmentalists and from 
economists. Yet the final decision must be a political 
decision, taken by people’s representatives who are in 
touch with the feelings of the people. 

After Independence our country had to make a series 
of major decisions like this. Each of these decisions 
could not be made independent of other such decisions. 
All these decisions were bound together by a shared 
vision or model of economic development. Almost 

Orissa villagers protest 
against POSCO plant 
Staff Reporter 

BHUBANESWAR: People facing 
displacement by the proposed 
POSCO-India steel plant in 
Jagatsinghpur district staged 
a demonstration outside the 
Korean company’s office here on 
Thursday. They were demanding 
cancellation of the memorandum of 
understanding signed between the 
company and the Orissa government 
one year ago. 

More than 100 men and women 
from the gram panchayats of 
Dhinkia, Nuagaon and Gadakujanga 
tried to enter the office premises 
but the police prevented them. 
Raising slogans, the protesters 
said the company should not be 
allowed to set up its plant at the cost 
of their lives and livelihood. The 
demonstration was organised by the 
Rashtriya Yuva Sangathan and the 
Nabanirman Samiti. 

The Hindu, 23 June 2006
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PRELIMS   2020   BATCH- 1 (40-WEEKS PROGRAM)

Handholding with complete GS Pre Notes  along with weekly Doubts' clearing sessions and 
Tests to monitor your preparation till the end (for 40 weeks).
100% 

P R O G R A M      I N C L U D E S

1. 40 WEEKS' TIME-TABLE
40 Weeks Topic-wise Time-table covering complete GS Pre.

Live doubts clearing video session every Saturday.

Weekly test every Sunday from topics covered in the week.

2. 10-RED BOOKS -  HARDCOPY & E-BOOK

6 Static Books cover History, Geography, Polity, Economy, Science, & Environment. 

3 Current Books cover 14 Sources - PIB, Hindu, HT, Mint, ToI, and PRS for 1.5years.

1 Book has synopsis of India, Eco Survey, and Budget.

All NCERTs - Old & New and 70 other books covered with mind-mapping techniques on every page 
to make cramming easy

3. CLASSROOM & ONLINE TEST SERIES (4500 UPSC LEVEL QUESTIONS)

Tests conducted at our centres as well as online. Test schedule is as per 40-Weeks Plan.

Topic-wise Test every Sunday (50 Questions) 40 Tests.

Subject-wise Tests every month (100 Questions) 10 Tests.

Comprehensive Tests in March-April (100 Questions) 15 Tests.

Tests evaluated on 11-Parameters to improve your exam skills with detailed explanations. Topic-wise 
tests focus on developing 'How to read a topic' skills while Comprehensive tests focus on attempt 
speed in exam.

4. WEEKLY DOUBT CLEARING SESSION  

Also available on App.

 Doubts Clearing video Session 
every Saturday. Also available on App. 
Live

sessions with crack experts every month. Live

Free access to our centres for self-study in 
a peaceful & enriching environment

5. LEARNING PROGRAM VIDEO 

Topical-videos related to major topics 
of GS. Videos will be playable 
only on App. 

50+

6. MONTHLY CURRENT AFFAIRS E-BOOK

Monthly Current Affairs E-book readable 
on App & desktop

PROGRAM SPECIALTIES
Complete & comprehensive, yet very crispy self-study notes. No need to study anything else. 
Read them again & again.

Delivered 81 Qs. in GS Pre 2018.

3 out of 4Qs. every year in UPSC come from our notes since last 12 years.

15-Days No- questions- asked full Refund Policy
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FOUNDATION COURSE 

2020 BATCH-1 (55-WEEKS PROGRAM)

100% Handholding with complete GS Pre, CSAT & GS Mains Notes along with weekly 
Doubts' clearing sessions, and Pre & Mains Test Series to monitor your preparation 
till the end (for 55 weeks).

PROGRAM INCLUDES
1. 55 WEEKS' TIME-TABLE

55 Weeks Topic-wise Time-table covering complete GS Pre, GS Mains & Essay.

Live doubts clearing video session every Saturday.

Weekly test of GS Pre and GS Mains every Sunday from topics covered in the week.

2. 10-RED BOOKS FOR GS PRE- HARDCOPY & E-BOOK

6 Static Books cover History, Geography, Polity, Economy, Science, & Environment. 

3 Current Books cover Prelims Specific Current from 14 Sources - PIB, Hindu, HT, Mint, 
ToI, and PRS for 1.5years.

1 Book has synopsis of India, Eco Survey, and Budget.

All NCERTs - Old & New and 70 other books covered – with mind-mapping 
techniques on every page to make cramming easy

3. GS PRELIMS TEST SERIES - CLASSROOM & ONLINE - 
4500 UPSC LEVEL QUESTIONS

Tests conducted at our centres as well as online. Test schedule is as per 55-Weeks Plan.

Topic-wise Test every Sunday (50 Questions) 40 Tests.

Subject-wise Tests every month (100 Questions) 10 Tests.

Comprehensive Tests in March-April (100 Questions) 15 Tests.

Tests evaluated on 11-Parameters to improveyour exam skills with detailed explanations. 
Topic-wise tests focus on developing 'Howto read a topic' skills while Comprehensive 

tests focus on attempt speed in exam.

4. CSAT
4 Books covering complete CSAT syllabus with adequate practice questions.

1 Book with advanced level tests.



Line-to-line explanation with basic to advance level for beginners 
as well as those who just need to practice CSAT

5. Q-COURSE FOR GS MAINS – 13+3 BOOKS-  HARDCOPY & E-BOOK

8 Static Books cover Static Topics of all 4 Papers of GS Mains. 

4 Current Books cover Mains Specific Current from 14 Sources - PIB, Hindu, HT, 

Mint, ToI, and PRS for 1.5 years.

1 Book has synopsis of major Reports ofWorld Bank, UNDP, and articles of Yojana & EPW. 

3 Books for Essay – with strategy for essay writing, model essays & essay specific 
current affairs.

6. GS MAINS TEST SERIES - CLASSROOM & POSTAL- WITH EVALUATION BY CRACK EXPERTS

Tests conducted at our centres as well as postal. Test schedule is as per 
55-Weeks Plan.

Topic-wise Test every Saturday (3 Questions)�55 Tests.

Subject-wise Tests every month (full-length)� 10 Tests.

Essay Test every month (1 Essay) – 10 Tests.

Comprehensive Tests in Aug-Sept 2020 under exam conditions 
(all 4- Papers & Essay) – 6 Tests.

Tests are evaluated strictly on UPSC guidelines by crack experts. 55 Tests & Essay tests 
focus on developing answer writing skills while Comprehensive tests focus on 

writing speed in exam.

7. SELF-STUDY CLASSROOM PROGRAM

Live Doubts Clearing Video Session every Saturday. Also available on App.

Live sessions with crack experts every month. Also available on App.

Free access to our centres for self-study in a peaceful & enriching environment

9. MONTHLY CURRENT AFFAIRS E-BOOK

Monthly Current Affairs E-book readable 
on App & desktop

8. VIDEO LEARNING PROGRAM

50+Topical-videos related to major topics of 
GS Pre & Mains. Videos will be playable 
only on App.

PROGRAM SPECIALTIES
Complete & comprehensive, yet very 
crispy self-study notes. No need to study 
anything else. Read them again & again.

Mains Q-Course covers previous 20 years 
UPSC question papers.

3 out of 4 Qs. every year in UPSC GS Pre 
come from our notes since last 12 years.

Q-course (a new course) is expected to 
deliver 80%+ Questions in GS Mains 2020.

15-Days No- questions- asked full Refund Policy
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International cont�
India was born in a very trying and challenging international context. 
The world had witnessed a devastating war and was grappling 
with issues of reconstruction; yet another attempt to establish 
an international body was underway; many new countries were 
emerging as a result of the collapse of colonialism; and most new 
nations were trying to come to terms with the twin challenges of 
welfare and democracy. Free India’s foreign policy reflected all these 
concerns in the period immediately after Independence. Apart from 
these factors at the global level, India had its own share of concerns. 
The British government left behind the legacy of many international 
disputes; Partition created its own pressures, and the task of poverty 
alleviation was already waiting for fulfilment. This was the overall 
context in which India started participating in the world affairs as an 
independent nation-state.

As a nation born in the backdrop of the world war, India decided 
to conduct its foreign relations with an aim to respect the sovereignty 
of all other nations and to achieve security through the maintenance 
of peace. This aim finds an echo in the Directive Principles of State 
Policy. 

Just as both internal and external factors guide the behaviour of an 
individual or a family, both domestic and international environment 
influence the foreign policy of a nation. The developing countries 
lack the required resources to effectively advocate their concerns in 
the international system. So they pursue more modest goals than 
the advanced states. They focus more on peace and development in 
their own neighbourhood. Moreover, their economic and security 
dependence on the more powerful states occasionally influences 
their foreign policy. In the period immediately after the Second World 
War, many developing nations chose to support the foreign policy 
preferences of the powerful countries who were giving them aid or 
credits.  This resulted in the division of countries of the world into two 
clear camps. One was under the influence of the United States and 
its western allies and the other was under the influence of the then 
Soviet Union.  You have read about this in the book on Contemporary 
World Politics. You have read there about the experiment called the 
Non-Aligned Movement. As you also read there, the end of the Cold 
War changed the context of international relations entirely. But when 
India achieved its freedom and started framing its foreign policy, the 

                  What do� 
independence consist �? 
It consists fundamentally 
and basically � foreign 
relations. �at is the t�t 
� independence. All else is 
local autonomy. Once foreign 
relations go out � your 
hands into the charge � 
somebody else, to that �ent 
and in that measure you are 
n� independent. 

Jawaharlal Nehru 
during a debate in the 
Constituent Assembly in 
March 1949. 

“ “

4chapter
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relatIons
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policy is to avoid 
entanglement in power 
politics and n�  to join 
any group �  powers as 
against any � her group. 
� e two leading groups 
today are the Ru� ian 
bloc and the Anglo-
American bloc. We must 
be ¢ iendly to b� h and 
y¦  n�  join either. B� h 
America and Ru� ia 
are �  raordinarily 
suspicious �  each � her 
as well as �  � her 
countri« . � is mak«  
our path diffi  cult 
and we may well be 
suspe² ed by each �  
leaning towards the 
� her. � is cann�  be 
helped.
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GS PRE & CSAT 2020 
( N O T E S  O N L Y )

COURSE INCLUDES
10-RED BOOKS FOR GS PRE- HARDCOPY & E-BOOK1

6 Static Books cover History, Geography, Polity, Economy, Science,& Environment. 

3 Current Books cover Prelims Specific Current from 14 Sources - PIB, Hindu, HT, Mint, 
ToI, & PRS for 1.5years.

1 Book has synopsis of India, Eco Survey, and Budget.

All NCERTs - Old & New and 70 other books covered- with mind-mapping techniques 
on every page to make cramming easy

CSAT2

4 Books covering complete CSAT syllabus with adequate practice questions.

1 Book with advanced level tests.

Line-to-line explanation with basic to advance level for beginners as well as 
those who just need to practice CSAT

PROGRAM SPECIALITIES
Complete & comprehensive, yet very crispy self-study notes. No need to study 
anything else. Read them again & again.

Delivered 81 Qs. in GS Pre 2018.

3 out of 4 Qs. every year in UPSC come from our notes since last 12 years.

From concepts to questions – everything at one place in CSAT notes.

From basic to advance in the form of self-study CSAT notes.

Consistently delivering 65+ Questions (out of 80) from our CSAT notes.

15 Days No-questions asked full refund policy
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            a country without 
material, men or mon�  
– the three means    power 
– is now fast coming to be 
r� ognised as the bi� � t 
moral power in the civilised 
world …her word list ened to 
with r� pe�  in the councils 
   the great.





 

2019-20



India’s �  ernal relations                                                                                     69  


   
       
      

  
 
      

     
   

     
             

















  





























































India’s �  ernal relations                                                                                     69  

2019-20



70                                                                   Politics in India since Independence







70                                                                    















2019-20



India’s �  ernal relations                                                                                     71  

















































                                                                                                                            71  

2019-20



72                                                                   Politics in India since Independence






















    



         
  
           
        












           
          





          
           




    
        
 
         


                  Frankly ...my 
impr�  ion (  Zhou Enlai) 
was very favourable. ….the 
Chin� e premier is, I believe 
a good type   man and 
trustworthy.
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PRELIMS   2020   BATCH- 1 (40-WEEKS PROGRAM)

Handholding with complete GS Pre Notes  along with weekly Doubts' clearing sessions and 
Tests to monitor your preparation till the end (for 40 weeks).
100% 

P R O G R A M      I N C L U D E S

1. 40 WEEKS' TIME-TABLE
40 Weeks Topic-wise Time-table covering complete GS Pre.

Live doubts clearing video session every Saturday.

Weekly test every Sunday from topics covered in the week.

2. 10-RED BOOKS -  HARDCOPY & E-BOOK

6 Static Books cover History, Geography, Polity, Economy, Science, & Environment. 

3 Current Books cover 14 Sources - PIB, Hindu, HT, Mint, ToI, and PRS for 1.5years.

1 Book has synopsis of India, Eco Survey, and Budget.

All NCERTs - Old & New and 70 other books covered with mind-mapping techniques on every page 
to make cramming easy

3. CLASSROOM & ONLINE TEST SERIES (4500 UPSC LEVEL QUESTIONS)

Tests conducted at our centres as well as online. Test schedule is as per 40-Weeks Plan.

Topic-wise Test every Sunday (50 Questions) 40 Tests.

Subject-wise Tests every month (100 Questions) 10 Tests.

Comprehensive Tests in March-April (100 Questions) 15 Tests.

Tests evaluated on 11-Parameters to improve your exam skills with detailed explanations. Topic-wise 
tests focus on developing 'How to read a topic' skills while Comprehensive tests focus on attempt 
speed in exam.

4. WEEKLY DOUBT CLEARING SESSION  

Also available on App.

 Doubts Clearing video Session 
every Saturday. Also available on App. 
Live

sessions with crack experts every month. Live

Free access to our centres for self-study in 
a peaceful & enriching environment

5. LEARNING PROGRAM VIDEO 

Topical-videos related to major topics 
of GS. Videos will be playable 
only on App. 

50+

6. MONTHLY CURRENT AFFAIRS E-BOOK

Monthly Current Affairs E-book readable 
on App & desktop

PROGRAM SPECIALTIES
Complete & comprehensive, yet very crispy self-study notes. No need to study anything else. 
Read them again & again.

Delivered 81 Qs. in GS Pre 2018.

3 out of 4Qs. every year in UPSC come from our notes since last 12 years.

15-Days No- questions- asked full Refund Policy
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Challenge � Political Succ�ion 
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru passed away in May 1964. He 
had been unwell for more than a year. This had generated a lot of 
speculation about the usual question of succession: after Nehru, 
who? But in a newly independent country like India, this situation 
gave rise to a more serious question: after Nehru, what?

The second question arose from the serious doubts that many 
outsiders had about whether India’s democratic experiment will 
survive after Nehru. It was feared that like so many other newly 
independent countries, India too would not be able to manage a 
democratic succession. A failure to do so, it was feared, could lead 
to a political role for the army. Besides, there were doubts if the new 
leadership would be able to handle the multiple crises that awaited 
a solution. The 1960s were labelled as the ‘dangerous decade’ when 

When 
France 

or Canada have 
similar problems, no 

one talks about failure 
or disintegration. Why are 

we under this constant 
suspicion?

5chapter
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Minist er �  India, in spite 
�  all forebodings, had been 
named with more dispatch, 
and much more dignity, 
than was the new Prime 
Minist er �  Britain.
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FOUNDATION COURSE 

2020 BATCH-1 (55-WEEKS PROGRAM)

100% Handholding with complete GS Pre, CSAT & GS Mains Notes along with weekly 
Doubts' clearing sessions, and Pre & Mains Test Series to monitor your preparation 
till the end (for 55 weeks).

PROGRAM INCLUDES
1. 55 WEEKS' TIME-TABLE

55 Weeks Topic-wise Time-table covering complete GS Pre, GS Mains & Essay.

Live doubts clearing video session every Saturday.

Weekly test of GS Pre and GS Mains every Sunday from topics covered in the week.

2. 10-RED BOOKS FOR GS PRE- HARDCOPY & E-BOOK

6 Static Books cover History, Geography, Polity, Economy, Science, & Environment. 

3 Current Books cover Prelims Specific Current from 14 Sources - PIB, Hindu, HT, Mint, 
ToI, and PRS for 1.5years.

1 Book has synopsis of India, Eco Survey, and Budget.

All NCERTs - Old & New and 70 other books covered – with mind-mapping 
techniques on every page to make cramming easy

3. GS PRELIMS TEST SERIES - CLASSROOM & ONLINE - 
4500 UPSC LEVEL QUESTIONS

Tests conducted at our centres as well as online. Test schedule is as per 55-Weeks Plan.

Topic-wise Test every Sunday (50 Questions) 40 Tests.

Subject-wise Tests every month (100 Questions) 10 Tests.

Comprehensive Tests in March-April (100 Questions) 15 Tests.

Tests evaluated on 11-Parameters to improveyour exam skills with detailed explanations. 
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               ...in India, as 
pr� ent trends continue… 
maintenance �  an ordered 
structure �  soci  y is going 
to slip out �  reach �  an 
ordered structure �  civil 
government and the army 
will be only alternative 
source �  authority 
and order. …the great 
� periment �  developing 
India within a democratic 
� amework has failed.
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                Hist ory … is 
repl� e with instanc�  �  
the tragedy that overtak�  
democracy � en a leader 
� o has risen to power on 
the cr� t �  a popular wave 
or with the su� ort �  a 
democratic organisation 
b� om�  a vi� im �  
political narci� ism 
and is e� ed on by a 
c� erie �  unscrupulous 
� cophants…...
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Background to Emergency
We have already studied the changes that were taking place in Indian 
politics since 1967. Indira Gandhi had emerged as a towering leader 
with tremendous popularity. This was also the period when party 
competition became bitter and polarised. This period also witnessed 
tensions in the relationship between the government and the judiciary. 
The Supreme Court found many initiatives of the government to be 
violative of the Constitution. The Congress party took the position 
that this stand of the Court was against principles of democracy 
and parliamentary supremacy. The Congress also alleged that the 
Court was a conservative institution and it was becoming an obstacle 
in the way of implementing pro-poor welfare programmes. The 
parties opposed to the Congress felt that politics was becoming too 
personalised and that governmental authority was being converted 
into personal authority. The split in the Congress had sharpened the 
divisions between Indira Gandhi and her opponents. 

Economic context

In the elections of 1971, Congress had given the slogan 
of garibi hatao (remove poverty). However, the social and 
economic condition in the country did not improve much 
after 1971-72. The Bangladesh crisis had put a heavy strain 
on India’s economy. About eight million people crossed over 
the East Pakistan border into India. This was followed by war 
with Pakistan.  After the war the U.S government stopped all 
aid to India. In the international market, oil prices increased 
manifold during this period.  This led to an all-round increase 
in prices of commodities.  Prices increased by 23 per cent in 
1973 and 30 per cent in 1974.  Such a high level of inflation 
caused much hardship to the people. 

Industrial growth was low and unemployment was 
very high, particularly in the rural areas.  In order to 
reduce expenditure the government froze the salaries of 
its employees.  This caused further dissatisfaction among 
government employees. Monsoons failed in 1972-1973. This 
resulted in a sharp decline in agricultural productivity.  Food 
grain output declined by 8 per cent. There was a general 
atmosphere of dissatisfaction with the prevailing economic 
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                 Sampoorna Kranti 
ab nara hai, bhavi itihas 
hamara hai [With T� al 
Revolution as our m�  o, the 
future belongs to us]
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India is Indira
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                   In the name 
�  democracy it has been 
sought to negate the very 
functioning �  democracy.  
Duly ele� ed governments 
have n�  been allowed to 
function. …Agitations have 
surcharged the atmosphere, 
leading to violent incidents.  
…Certain persons have gone 
to the length �  inciting 
our armed forc�  to mutiny 
and our police to rebel.  � e 
forc�  �  disintegration are 
in full play and communal 
p¢  ions are being aroused, 
threatening our unity.  
How can any Government 
worth the name stand by 
and allow the country’s 
stability to be imperilled?  
� e actions �  a few are 
endangering the rights �  the 
vast majority.
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               … death �  
D. E. M. O’Cracy, mourned by 
his wife T. Ruth, his son 
L. I. Bertie, and his 
daughters Faith, Hope and 
Justice.
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Independence Day…Don’t 
L�  the Lights Go Out on 
India’s Democracy
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In this chapter…
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are of the participants 
and leaders of the 
Chipko Movement, 
recognised as one of 
the first environmental 
movements in the 
country. 
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Nature � popular movements
Take a look at the opening image of this chapter. What do you see 
there? Villagers have literally embraced the trees. Are they playing 
some game? Or participating in some ritual or festival? Not really. The 
image here depicts a very unusual form of collective action in which 
men and women from a village in what is now Uttarakhand were 
engaged in early 1973. These villagers were protesting against the 
practices of commercial logging that the government had permitted. 
They used a novel tactic for their protest – that of hugging the trees 
to prevent them from being cut down. These protests marked the 
beginning of a world-famous environmental movement in our country  
– the Chipko movement. 

Chipko movement

The movement began in two or three villages of Uttarakhand when the 
forest department refused permission to the villagers to fell ash trees 
for making agricultural tools. However, the forest department allotted 
the same patch of land to a sports manufacturer for commercial 
use. This enraged the villagers and they protested against the move 
of the government. The struggle soon spread across many parts of 
the Uttarakhand region. Larger issues of ecological and economic 
exploitation of the region were raised. The villagers demanded that 
no forest-exploiting contracts should be given to outsiders and local 
communities should have effective control over natural resources 
like land, water and forests. They wanted the government to provide 
low cost materials to small industries and ensure development of 

Fascinating!  
But I wonder how it 

relates to the history of 
politics.

Two historic 
pictures of the 
early Chipko 
movement in 
Chamoli, 
Uttarakhand.
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the region without disturbing the ecological balance. The movement 
took up economic issues of landless forest workers and asked for 
guarantees of minimum wage. 

Women’s active participation in the Chipko agitation was a very 
novel aspect of the movement. The forest contractors of the region 
usually doubled up as suppliers of alcohol to men. Women held 
sustained agitations against the habit of alcoholism and broadened the 
agenda of the movement to cover other social issues. The movement 
achieved a victory  when the government issued a ban on felling of 
trees in the Himalayan regions for fifteen years, until the green cover 
was fully restored. But more than that, the Chipko movement, which 
started over a single issue, became a symbol of many such popular 
movements emerging in different parts of the country during the 1970s 
and later. In this chapter we shall study some of these movements. 

Party based movements

Popular movements may take the form of social movements or political 
movements and there is often an overlap between the two.  The 
nationalist movement, for example, was mainly a political movement. 
But we also know that deliberations on social and economic issues 
during the colonial period gave rise to independent social movements 
like the anti-caste movement, the kisan sabhas and the trade union 
movement in early twentieth century. These movements raised issues 
related to some underlying social conflicts.  

Some of these movements continued in the post-independence 
period as well. Trade union movement had a strong presence among 
industrial workers in major cities like Mumbai, Kolkata and Kanpur. 
All major political parties established their own trade unions for 
mobilising these sections of workers. Peasants in the Telangana 
region of Andhra Pradesh organised massive agitations under the 
leadership of Communist parties in the early years of independence 
and demanded redistribution of land to cultivators. Peasants and 
agricultural labourers in parts of Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal, 

Bihar and adjoining areas continued their agitations under 
the leadership of the Marxist-Leninist workers; who were 
known as the Naxalites (you have already read about the 
Naxalite movement in the last chapter). The peasants’ 
and the workers’ movements mainly focussed on issues of 
economic injustice and inequality.

These movements did not participate in elections 
formally. And yet they retained connections with political 
parties, as many participants in these movements, as 
individuals and as organisations, were actively associated 
with parties. These links ensured a better representation of 
the demands of diverse social sections in party politics. 

I don’t get it. How can you do 
politics without a party?
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Non-party movements

In the 1970s and 1980s, many sections of the society became 
disillusioned with the functioning of political parties. Failure of 
the Janata experiment and the resulting political instability were 
the immediate causes. But in the long run the disillusionment 
was also about economic policies of the state. The model of 
planned development that we adopted after Independence 
was based on twin goals of growth and distribution. You have 
read about it in Chapter Three. In spite of the impressive 
growth in many sectors of economy in the first twenty years 
of independence, poverty and inequalities persisted on a large 
scale. Benefits of economic growth did not reach evenly to all 
sections of society. Existing social inequalities like caste and 
gender sharpened and complicated the issues of poverty in many 
ways. There also existed a gulf between the urban-industrial 
sector and the rural agrarian sector. A sense of injustice and 
deprivation grew among different groups. 

Many of the politically active groups lost faith in existing 
democratic institutions and electoral politics. They therefore 
chose to step outside of party politics and engage in mass 
mobilisation for registering their protests. Students and young 
political activists from various sections of the society were in 
the forefront in organising the marginalised sections such as 
Dalits and Adivasis. The middle class young activists launched 
service organisations and constructive programmes among 
rural poor.  Because of the voluntary nature of their social work, 
many of these organisations came to be known as voluntary 
organisations or voluntary sector organisations.

These voluntary organisations chose to remain outside 
party politics. They did not contest elections at the local or 
regional level nor did they support any one political party. Most 
of these groups believed in politics and wanted to participate in 
it, but not through political parties. Hence, these organisations 
were called ‘non-party political formations’. They hoped that 
direct and active participation by local groups of citizens would 
be more effective in resolving local issues than political parties. 
It was also hoped that direct participation by people will reform 
the nature of democratic government. 

Such voluntary sector organisations still continue their 
work in rural and urban areas. However, their nature has 
changed. Of late many of these organisations are funded by 
external agencies including international service agencies. The 
ideal of local initiatives is weakened as a result of availability of 
external funds on a large scale to these organisations.

Popular movements have inspired artistic production like these posters. 
The three posters (from Top to Bottom) are from a campaign against a Coca 
Cola plant, agitation against a highway and Save Periyar river movement.
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Dalit Panthers
Read this poem by well-known Marathi poet Namdeo Dhasal. Do you 
know who these ‘pilgrims of darkness’ in this poem are and who the 
‘sunflower-giving fakir’ was that blessed them? The pilgrims were the 
Dalit communities who had experienced brutal caste injustices for a 
long time in our society and the poet is referring to Dr. Ambedkar as 
their liberator. Dalit poets in Maharashtra wrote many such poems 
during the decade of seventies.  These poems were expressions of 
anguish that the Dalit masses continued to face even after twenty 
years of independence. But they were also full of hope for the future, a 
future that Dalit groups wished to shape for themselves. You are aware 
of Dr. Ambedkar’s vision of socio-economic change and his relentless 
struggle for a dignified future for Dalits outside the Hindu caste-based 
social structure.  It is not surprising that Dr. Ambedkar remains an 
iconic and inspirational figure in much of Dalit liberation writings.

Origins

By the early nineteen seventies, the first generation Dalit graduates, 
especially those living in city slums began to assert themselves from 
various platforms. Dalit Panthers, a militant organisation of the Dalit 
youth, was formed in Maharashtra in 1972 as a part of these assertions. 
In the post-Independence period, Dalit groups were mainly fighting 
against the perpetual caste based inequalities and material injustices 
that the Dalits faced in spite of constitutional guarantees of equality 
and justice. Effective implementation of reservations and other such 
policies of social justice was one of their prominent demands. 

You know that the Indian Constitution abolished the practice 
of untouchability. The government passed laws to that effect in the 
1960s and 1970s. And yet, social discrimination and violence against the 
















Has the 
condition of 

Dalits changed much 
since that time? I keep 
reading about atrocities 
against Dalits. Did these 
movements fail? Or is it 
the failure of the entire 

society?
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ex-untouchable groups 
continued in various 
ways. Dalit settlements in 
villages continued to be 
set apart from the main 
village. They were denied 
access to common source 
of drinking water. Dalit 
women were dishonoured 
and abused and worst of 
all, Dalits faced collective 
atrocities over minor, 
symbolic issues of caste 
pride. Legal mechanisms 
proved inadequate to stop 
the economic and social 
oppression of Dalits. On 
the other hand, political 
parties supported by 
the Dalits, like the 
Republican Party of India, 
were not successful in 
electoral politics. These 
parties always remained 
marginal; had to ally with 
some other party in order 
to win elections and faced 
constant splits. Therefore 
the Dalit Panthers 
resorted to mass action 
for assertion of Dalits’ 
rights.

Activities

Activities of Dalit Panthers mostly centred around fighting increasing atrocities on Dalits in 
various parts of the State. As a result of sustained agitations on the part of Dalit Panthers 
along with other like minded organisations over the issue of atrocities against Dalits, the 
government passed a comprehensive law in 1989 that provided for rigorous punishment for 
such acts. The larger ideological agenda of the Panthers was to destroy the caste system and 
to build an organisation of all oppressed sections like the landless poor peasants and urban 
industrial workers along with Dalits. 

The movement provided a platform for Dalit educated youth to use their creativity as a 
protest activity. Dalit writers protested against the brutalities of the caste system in their 
numerous autobiographies and other literary works published during this period. These works 
portraying the life experiences of the most downtrodden social sections of Indian society sent 
shock waves in Marathi literary world, made literature more broad based and representative 
of different social sections and initiated contestations in the cultural realm. In the post-
Emergency period, Dalit Panthers got involved in electoral compromises; it also underwent 
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‘Apartheid’, meaning ‘separateness’, refers to the official policy of racial 
discrimination which existed in South Africa during the 20th century. 
Why is it called Hidden Apartheid here? Are there other examples of this?
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many splits, which led to its decline. Organisations like the Backward 
and Minority Communities’ Employees Federation (BAMCEF) took 
over this space.

Bharatiya Kisan Union
The social discontent in Indian society since the seventies was 
manifold. Even those sections that partially benefited in the process 
of development had many complaints against the state and political 
parties. Agrarian struggles of the eighties is one such example where 
better off farmers protested against the policies of the state.

Growth

In January 1988, around twenty thousand farmers had gathered in 
the city of Meerut, Uttar Pradesh. They were protesting against the 
government decision to increase electricity rates. The farmers camped 
for about three weeks outside the district collector’s office until their 
demands were fulfilled. It was a very disciplined agitation of the farmers 
and all those days they received regular food supply from the nearby 
villages. The Meerut agitation was seen as a great show of rural power 
�  power of farmer cultivators. These agitating farmers were members 
of the Bharatiya Kisan Union (BKU), an organisation of farmers from 
western Uttar Pradesh and Haryana regions. The BKU was one of the 
leading organisations in the farmers’ movement of the eighties.

We have noted in Chapter Three that farmers of Haryana, Punjab 
and western Uttar Pradesh had benefited in the late 1960s from the 
state policies of ‘green revolution’. Sugar and wheat became the main 
cash crops in the region since then. The cash crop market faced a crisis 
in mid-eighties due to the beginning of the process of liberalisation of 
Indian economy. The BKU demanded higher government floor prices 

for sugarcane and wheat, abolition of 

A Bhartiya Kisan Union Rally in Punjab.
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of farm produce, guaranteed supply of 
electricity at reasonable rates, waiving 
of repayments due on loans to farmers 
and the provision of a government 
pension for farmers. 

Similar demands were made by other 
farmers’ organisations in the country. 
Shetkari Sanghatana of Maharashtra 
declared the farmers’ movement as 
a war of Bharat (symbolising rural, 
agrarian sector) against forces of India 
(urban industrial sector). You have 
already studied in Chapter Three 

that the debate between industry and 
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     The Hindu, Feb 16, 2005

agriculture has been one of the prominent issues in India’s model of 
development. The same debate came alive once again in the eighties 
when the agricultural sector came under threat due to economic 
policies of liberalisation.

Characteristics

Activities conducted by the BKU to pressurise the state for accepting 
its demands included rallies, demonstrations, sit-ins, and jail bharo 

(courting imprisonment) agitations. These protests involved tens of 
thousands of farmers �  sometimes over a lakh �  from various villages 
in western Uttar Pradesh and adjoining regions. Throughout the 
decade of eighties, the BKU organised massive rallies of these farmers 
in many district headquarters of the State and also at the national 
capital. Another novel aspect of these mobilisations was the use of 
caste linkages of farmers. Most of the BKU members belonged to a 
single community. The organisation used traditional caste panchayats 
of these communities in bringing them together over economic issues. 
In spite of lack of any formal organisation, the BKU could sustain 
itself for a long time because it was based on clan networks among 
its members. Funds, resources and activities of BKU were mobilised 
through these networks.  

Until the early nineties, the BKU distanced itself from all political 
parties. It operated as a pressure group in politics with its strength 
of sheer numbers. The organisation, along with the other farmers’ 
organisations across States, did manage to get some of their economic 
demands accepted. The farmers’ movement became one of the most 
successful social movements of the ’eighties in this respect. The 
success of the movement was an outcome of political bargaining 
powers that its members possessed. The movement was active mainly 
in the prosperous States of the country. Unlike most of the Indian 
farmers who engage in agriculture for subsistence, members of the 
organisations like the 
BKU grew cash crops 
for the market. Like 
the BKU, farmers’ 
organisations across 
States recruited 
their members from 
communities that 
dominated regional 
electoral politics. 
Shetkari Sanghatana 
of Maharashtra 
and Rayata Sangha 
of Karnataka, are 
prominent examples 
of such organisations 
of the farmers. 

I have 
never met anyone 

who says he wishes 
to be a farmer. Don’t 
we need farmers in 

the country?
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Anti-A� ack Movement
When the BKU was mobilising the farmers of the 
north, an altogether different kind of mobilisation in 
the rural areas was taking shape in the southern State 
of Andhra Pradesh. It was a spontaneous mobilisation 
of women demanding a ban on the sale of alcohol in 
their neighbourhoods.  

Stories of this kind 
appeared in the Telugu press 
almost daily during the two 
months of September and 
October 1992. The name of 
the village would change in 
each case but the story was 
the same. Rural women in 
remote villages from the State 
of Andhra Pradesh fought a 
battle against alcoholism, 
against mafias and against 
the government during this 
period. These agitations 
shaped what was known as 
the anti-arrack movement in 
the State.

We 
hear all 

these nice 
stories, but they 
never tell us how 
these ended. Did 

this movement put 
an end to drinking? 
Or did the men go 

back to it after 
some time?
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Origins

In a village in the interior of Dubagunta in Nellore district of Andhra 
Pradesh, women had enrolled in the Adult Literacy Drive on a large 
scale in the early nineteen nineties. It is during the discussion in 
the class that women complained of increased consumption of a 
locally brewed alcohol �  arrack �  by men in their families. The habit 
of alcoholism had taken deep roots among the village people and was 
ruining their physical and mental health. It affected the rural economy 
of the region a great deal. Indebtedness grew with increasing scales of 
consumption of alcohol, men remained absent from their jobs and the 
contractors of alcohol engaged in crime for securing their monopoly 
over the arrack trade. Women were the worst sufferers of these ill-
effects of alcohol as it resulted in the collapse of the family economy 
and women had to bear the brunt of violence from the male family 

members, particularly the husband.

Women in Nellore came together 
in spontaneous local initiatives to 
protest against arrack and forced 
closure of the wine shop. The news 
spread fast and women of about 5000 
villages got inspired and met together 
in meetings, passed resolutions for 
imposing prohibition and sent them 
to the District Collector. The arrack 
auctions in Nellore district were 
postponed 17 times. This movement in 
Nellore District slowly spread all over 
the State. 

Linkages

The slogan of the anti-arrack movement was simple — prohibition on 
the sale of arrack. But this simple demand touched upon larger social, 
economic and political issues of the region that affected women’s life. 
A close nexus between crime and politics was established around the 
business of arrack. The State government collected huge revenues 
by way of taxes imposed on the sale of arrack and was therefore not 
willing to impose a ban. Groups of local women tried to address these 
complex issues in their agitation against arrack. They also openly 
discussed the issue of domestic violence. Their movement, for the 
first time, provided a platform to discuss private issues of domestic 
violence. Thus, the anti-arrack movement also became part of the 
women’s movement. 

Earlier, women’s groups working on issues of domestic violence, 
the custom of dowry, sexual abuse at work and public places were 
active mainly among urban middle class women in different parts of 
the country. Their work led to a realisation that issues of injustice 

Women taking out 
procession in Hyderabad 
in 1992, protesting 
against the selling of 
arrack.
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to women and of gender inequalities 
were complicated in nature. During 
the decade of the eighties women’s 
movement focused on issues of sexual 
violence against women �  within the 
family and outside. These groups ran a 
campaign against the system of dowry 
and demanded personal and property 
laws based on the norms of gender 
equality.

These campaigns contributed a great 
deal in increasing overall social awareness 
about women’s questions. Focus of the 
women’s movement gradually shifted from 
legal reforms to open social confrontations 
like the one we discussed above. As a 
result the movement made demands of 
equal representation to women in politics 
during the nineties. We know that 73rd 
and 74th amendments have granted 
reservations to women in local level 
political offices. Demands for extending 
similar reservations in State and Central 
legislatures have also been made. A 
constitution amendment bill to this effect 
has been proposed but has not received 
enough support from the Parliament 
yet. Main opposition to the bill has come 
from groups, including some women’s 
groups, who are insisting on a separate 
quota for Dalit and OBC women within 
the proposed women’s quota in higher 
political offices.   















   
      
   
    
    
      
      
 







    

    
  
  
    
     
  








Women’s demonstration in favour of anti-dowry act.
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Narmada Bachao Aandolan
Social movements that we discussed so far raised various 
issues about the model of economic development that India 
had adopted at the time of Independence. Chipko movement 
brought out the issue of ecological depletion whereas 
the farmers complained of neglect of agricultural sector. 
Social and material conditions of Dalits led to their mass 
struggles whereas the anti-arrack movement focused on 
the negative fallouts of what was considered development. 
The issue implicit in all these movements was made 
explicit by the movements against displacement caused 
by huge developmental projects. 

Sardar Sarovar Project

An ambitious developmental project was launched 
in the Narmada valley of central India in early 
’eighties. The project consisted of 30 big dams, 135 
medium sized and around 3,000 small dams to be 
constructed on the Narmada and its tributaries 
that flow across three states of Madhya Pradesh, 
Gujarat and Maharashtra. Sardar Sarovar Project 
in Gujarat and the Narmada Sagar Project in 
Madhya Pradesh were two of the most important 
and biggest, multi-purpose dams planned under 

the project. Narmada Bachao Aandolan, a movement to save 
Narmada, opposed the construction of these dams and questioned 
the nature of ongoing developmental projects in the country.

Sardar Sarovar Project is a multipurpose mega-scale dam.  Its 
advocates say that it would benefit huge areas of Gujarat and the 
three adjoining states in terms of availability of drinking water 
and water for irrigation, generation of electricity and increase in 
agricultural production. Many more subsidiary benefits like effective 
flood and drought control in the region were linked to the success of 
this dam. In the process of construction of the dam 245 villages from 
these States were expected to get submerged. It required relocation 
of around two and a half lakh people from these villages. Issues of 
relocation and proper rehabilitation of the project-affected people were 
first raised by local activist groups. It was around 1988-89 that the 
issues crystallised under the banner of the NBA �  a loose collective of 
local voluntary organisations.

Debates and struggles

Since its inception the NBA linked its opposition to the Sardar 
Sarovar Project with larger issues concerning the nature of ongoing 
developmental projects, efficacy of the model of development that 
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the country followed and about 
what constituted public interest 
in a democracy. It demanded 
that there should be a cost-
benefit analysis of the 
major developmental projects 
completed in the country so 
far. The movement argued 
that larger social costs of 
the developmental projects 
must be calculated in such 
an analysis. The social 

costs included forced resettlement 
of the project-affected people, a serious loss of 

their means of livelihood and culture and depletion of ecological 
resources. 

Initially the movement demanded proper and just rehabilitation 
of all those who were directly or indirectly affected by the project. The 
movement also questioned the nature of decision-making processes 
that go in the making of mega scale developmental projects. The NBA 
insisted that local communities must have a say in such decisions 
and they should also have effective control over natural resources 
like water, land and forests. The movement also asked why, in a 
democracy, should some people be made to sacrifice for benefiting 
others. All these considerations led the NBA to shift from its initial 
demand for rehabilitation to its position of total opposition to the 
dam.

Arguments and agitations of the movement met vociferous opposition 
in the States benefiting from the project, especially in Gujarat. At the 
same time, the point about 
right to rehabilitation has 
been now recognised by the 
government and the judiciary. 
A comprehensive National 
Rehabilitation Policy formed 
by the government in 2003 can 
be seen as an achievement of 
the movements like the NBA. 
However, its demand to stop 
the construction of the dam 
was severely criticised by 
many as obstructing the 
process of development, 
denying access to water and 
to economic development 
for many.  The Supreme 
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never heard of 

posh colonies and 
cities being demolished 
for any developmental 

project. Why is it always 
the Adivasis and the 

poor who are asked 
to leave their 

homes?

Top:
NBA leader Medha 
Patkar and other 
activists in Jalsamadhi 
(protesting in rising 
waters) in 2002.

Bottom: 
A boat ralley organised 
by NBA.

C
re

d
it

: 
N

B
A

C
re

d
it

: 
N

B
A

2019-20



142                                                                    Politics in India since Independence

Court upheld the government’s decision to go ahead with the 
construction of the dam while also instructing to ensure proper 
rehabilitation.

Narmada Bachao Aandolan continued a sustained agitation for 
more than twenty years. It used every available democratic strategy 
to put forward its demands. These included appeals to the judiciary, 
mobilisation of support at the international level, public rallies 
in support of the movement and a revival of forms of Satyagraha 
to convince people about the movement’s position. However, the 
movement could not garner much support among the mainstream 
political parties �  including the opposition parties. In fact, the journey 
of the Narmada Bachao Aandolan depicted a gradual process of 
disjunction between political parties and social movements in Indian 
politics.  By the end of the ’nineties, however, the NBA was not alone. 
There emerged many local groups and movements that challenged the 
logic of large scale developmental projects in their areas. Around this 
time, the NBA became part of a larger alliance of people’s movements 
that are involved in struggles for similar issues in different regions of 
the country.

L�  ons � om popular movements
The history of these popular movements helps us to understand 
better the nature of democratic politics. We have seen that these 
non-party movements are neither sporadic in nature nor are these a 
problem. These movements came up to rectify some problems in the 
functioning of party politics and should be seen as integral part of 
our democratic politics. They represented new social groups whose 
economic and social grievances were not redressed in the realm of 
electoral politics. Popular movements ensured effective representation 
of diverse groups and their demands.  This reduced the possibility of 
deep social conflict and disaffection of these groups from democracy. 
Popular movements suggested new forms of active participation and 
thus broadened the idea of participation in Indian democracy. 

Critics of these movements often argue that collective actions like 
strikes, sit-ins and rallies disrupt the functioning of the government, 
delay decision making and destabilise the routines of democracy. 
Such an argument invites a deeper question: why do these movements 
resort to such assertive forms of action? We have seen in this 
chapter that popular movements have raised legitimate demands of 
the people and have involved large scale participation of citizens. It 
should be noted that the groups mobilised by these movements are 
poor, socially and economically disadvantaged sections of the society 
from marginal social groups. The frequency and the methods used 
by the movements suggest that the routine functioning of democracy 
did not have enough space for the voices of these social groups. That 

Can 
we say that 

movements are 
like laboratories 
of politics? New 
experiments are 

carried out here and 
the successful ones 

are taken up by 
parties.
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Popular movements have produced a wide range of litrature, 
often in the form of small magazines. Here is a selcetion.
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is perhaps why these groups turned to mass actions and mobilisations 
outside the electoral arena. 

This can be seen in the recent case of the new economic policies. As you 
will read in Chapter Nine, there is a growing consensus among political 
parties over the implementation of these policies. It follows that those 
marginal social groups who may be adversely affected by these policies 
get less and less attention from political parties as well as the media. 
Therefore, any effective protest against these policies involves assertive 
forms of action that are taken up by the popular movements outside the 
framework of political parties.

 Movements are not only about collective assertions or only about 
rallies and protests. They involve a gradual process of coming together of 
people with similar problems, similar demands and similar expectations. 
But then movements are also about making people aware of their rights 
and the expectations that they can have from democratic institutions. 
Social movements in India have been involved in these educative tasks for 
a long time and have thus contributed to expansion of democracy rather 
than causing disruptions. The struggle for the right to information is a 
case in point.

Yet the real life impact of these movements on the nature of public 
policies seems to be very limited. This is partly because most of the 
contemporary movements focus on a single issue and represent the 
interest of one section of society. Thus it becomes possible to ignore 
their reasonable demands. Democratic politics requires a broad alliance 
of various disadvantaged social groups. Such an alliance does not seem 
to be shaping under the leadership of these movements. Political parties 
are required to bring together different sectional interests, but they also 
seem to be unable to do so. Parties do not seem to be taking up issues of 
marginal social groups.  The movements that take up these issues operate 
in a very restrictive manner. The relationship between popular movements 
and political parties has grown weaker over the years, creating a vacuum 
in politics. In the recent years, this has become a major problem in Indian 
politics.
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Region and the Nation
1980s may be seen as a period of rising regional aspirations for 
autonomy, often outside the framework of the Indian Union.  These 
movements frequently involved armed assertions by the people, 
their repression by the government, and a collapse of the political 
and electoral processes.  It is also not surprising that most of these 
struggles were long drawn and concluded in negotiated settlements 
or accords between the central government and the groups leading 
the movement for autonomy. The accords were reached after a 
process of dialogue that aimed to settle contentious issues within the 
constitutional framework.  Yet the journey to the accord was always 
tumultuous and often violent. 

Indian approach

In studying the Indian Constitution and the process of nation-building 
we have repeatedly come across one basic principle of the Indian 
approach to diversity – the Indian nation shall not deny the rights of 
different regions and linguistic groups to retain their own culture. We 
decided to live a united social life without losing the distinctiveness 
of the numerous cultures that constituted it.  Indian nationalism 
sought to balance the principles of unity and diversity. The nation 
would not mean the negation of the region. In this sense the Indian 
approach was very different from the one adopted in many European 
countries where they saw cultural diversity as a threat to the nation.

India adopted a democratic approach to the question of diversity. 
Democracy allows the political expressions of regional aspirations 
and does not look upon them as anti-national. 
Besides, democratic politics allows parties and groups 
to address the people on the basis of their regional 
identity, aspiration and specific regional problems. 
Thus, in the course of democratic politics, regional 
aspirations get strengthened. At the same time, 
democratic politics also means that regional issues 
and problems will receive adequate attention and 
accommodation in the policy making process.  

Such an arrangement may sometimes lead to 
tensions and problems. Sometimes, the concern for 
national unity may overshadow the regional needs 

Does it mean 
that regionalism is 
not as dangerous as 

communalism? Or may 
be, not dangerous at 

all?

8chapter

regional 
aspirations
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�  their ele� ed leader [in 
1984] that India would 
never permit them to rule 
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                 � ere is also 
evidence to show that on 
31-10-84 either me� ings 
were held or persons � o 
could organise a� acks 
were contacted and 
were given instructions 
to kill Sikhs and lo�  
their hous�  and shops. 
� e a� acks were made 
in a  stematic manner 
and without much fear 
�  the police, almost 
su� � ting that th�  were 
�  ured that th�  would 
n�  be harmed � ile 
commi� ing those acts or 
even a� er.
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           I have 
no h� itation in 
apologising n�  only to 
the Sikh community 
but the � ole Indian 
nation b  ause � at 
took place in 1984 is 
the negation �  the 
concept �  nationhood 
and � at is enshrined 
in our Constitution.  
So, I am n�  standing 
on any false pr� tige.  
On behalf �  our 
Government, on behalf 
�  the entire people �  
this country, I bow my 
head in shame that 
such thing took place.  
But, Sir, there are ebbs, 
there are tid�  in the 
aff airs �  nations.   ̄ e 
past is with us.  We 
cann�  rewrite the 
past.  But as human 
beings, we have the 
willpower and we have 
the ability to write 
b¶  er future for all 
�  us.
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Cont� � the 1990s
You have read in the last chapter that Rajiv Gandhi became the Prime 
Minister after the assassination of Indira Gandhi. He led the Congress 
to a massive victory in the Lok Sabha elections held immediately 
thereafter in 1984. As the decade of the eighties came to a close, the 
country witnessed five developments that were to make a long-lasting 
impact on our politics. 

First the most crucial development of this period was the defeat 
of the Congress party in the elections held in 1989. The party 
that had won as many as 415 seats in the Lok Sabha in 1984 

was reduced to only 197 in this election. The Congress improved 
its performance and came back to power soon after the mid-term 
elections held in 1991. But the elections of 1989 marked the end of 
what political scientists have called the ‘Congress system’. To be sure, 
the Congress remained an important party and ruled the country 
more than any other party even in this period since 1989. But it lost 
the kind of centrality it earlier enjoyed in the party system.

Second development was the rise of the ‘Mandal issue’ in national 
politics. This followed the decision by the new National Front 
government in 1990, to implement the recommendation of 

the Mandal Commission that jobs in central government should be 
reserved for the Other Backward Classes. This led to violent ‘anti-
Mandal’ protests in different parts of the country. This dispute between 
the supporters and opponents of OBC reservations was known as the 
‘Mandal issue’ and was to play an important role in shaping politics 
since 1989.

I wish to find 
out if the Congress 

can still bounce back 
to its old glory. 

Congress leader Sitaram Kesri withdrew the crutches of support from Deve 
Gowda’s United Front Government. 

9chapter
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                    � � e proceedings have the � ho �  the disastrous event that ended in the demolition on the 6th D� ember, 
1992 �  the disputed structure �  ‘Ram Janam Bhoomi-Babri Masjid’ in Ayodhya.  � ousands �  innocent liv�  �  
citizens were lost,  ̄  ensive damage to property caused and more than all a damage to the image �  this great land 
as one fostering great traditions �  tolerance, faith, br¶ herhood amongst the various communiti�  inhabiting the 
land was impaired in the international scene.

It is unhaº y that a leader �  a political party and the Chief Minist er has to be conviÀ ed �  an Á  ence �  Contempt 
�  Court.  But it has to be done to uphold the maj� ty �  law.  We conviÀ  him �  the Á  ence �  contempt �  Court.  
Since the contempt rais�  larger iÈ u�  É ich aff e À the very foundation �  the s� ular fabric �  our nation, we also 
sentence him to a token imprisonment �  one day.
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               On 27 February1947, 
at the very � rst me� ing �  
the Advisory Commi� ee �  
the Constituent A� embly on 
Fundamental Rights, Minoriti�  
and Tribals and Excluded Areas, 
Sardar Patel ¢  erted: 

“It is for us to prove that it is a 
bogus claim, a false claim, and 
that nobody can be more inter� ted 
than us, in India, in the pr± e² ion 
�  our minoriti� .  Our mi  ́ion is 
to satisfy every one �  them.  L�  
us prove we can rule ourselv�  
and we have no ambition to rule 
± hers”. 

“¹ e tragic events in Gujarat, 
starting with the Godhra incident 
and continuing with the violence 
that rocked the state for over two 
months, have greatly saddened 
the nation.  ¹ ere is no doubt, in 
the opinion �  the Commi  ́ion, 
that there was a comprehensive 
failure on the part �  the state 
government to control the 
persist ent violation �  the rights 
to life, liberty, equality and dignity 
�  the people �  the state.  It is, 
�  course, Ì  ential to heal the 
wounds and to look to a future 
�  peace and harmony.  But the 
pursuit �  th� e high oÐ e² iv�  
must be based on justice and 
upholding �  the valu�  �  the 
constitution �  the republic and 
the laws �  the land.
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                My one m�  age 
to the Chief Minist er [�  
Gujarat] is that he should 
follow ‘raj dharma’. A 
ruler should n�  make any 
discrimination b� ween his 
su� e� s on the basis �  caste, 
creed and religion.





   
        



Emergence �  a new consensus
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Party Position in 16th Lok Sabha 
(As on 27 December 2018)

Source: http://loksabha.nic.in
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